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The paper builds on empirical case studies of London (UK), Mumbai (India) and Karachi 

(Pakistan) to illustrate that capitalist urbanization today has two dialectically interrelated 

dimensions: ‘development’ and ‘dispossession’. At the theoretical level, the paper takes seriously 

the invitation of Brenner and Schmid (2015) to conceptualize contemporary urbanization as a 

‘planetary’ process. The paper contends however, that owing to the high level of abstraction at 

which the concept of ‘planetary urbanization’ is posited, mediating concepts are needed to link 

changes on the ground to the triad of concentrated, extended, and differential urbanization. It 

illustrates the various ways in which dispossession is constitutive of planetary urbanization.  

The paper shows that the dialectic of ‘similarity-difference’ across countries of the global North 

and South is a central problematique of urban political economy. 

 

The Slum Question: Understanding the Creation, Demolition and Persistence 

of Slums in South Asia 

In this paper I posit and provide an understanding of the “slum question” in developing 

countries. Three critical processes define the slum question, namely - formation, demolition and 

persistence of slums. To answer the slum question, I present a new conceptual framework of 

‘expulsionary development’ in which simultaneous dispossession of the poor from their 

land/livelihoods and the creation of prosperous neighborhoods through an outward expansion of 

urban spaces are understood to be two sides of the same coin. By drawing from new macro and 

micro level data sets, I show that slums play a central role in the processes of expulsionary 

urban development. By drawing inspiration from the idea of ‘real subsumption of labor’ in 

critical political economy, the paper introduces the novel conceptual category of real 

subsumption of space as the process of control, command and commodification of space. I argue 

that the slum-question is best understood as a manifestation of uneven transition toward real 

subsumption of space in developing countries. Furthermore, the role of class (dispossession), 

spatial restructuring (urban-sprawl), and the state (land-grabber) is rendered visible in the 

processes of expulsionary development and the slum-question.  

 


